Attorney Docket Number ETOO-001CIP 



PATENT 



inn with m arkin gs to s how changes made. 



n apparatus for providing an automated system of record for at least one 
ne gotiation, comprising: 
[- - a network; 

- -a contract authority for assigning a unique identifier to a negotiation; 

- -a security function for validating terms; 

-a dynamic contract manager for transforming rules into active templates; 

- -a multivariate negotiations engine system including storage space and negotiations 
software, the multivariate negotiations engine system being connected to the network; 

- -a destination terminal connected to the network, the destination terminal including 
software for sending and receiving terms along a communications path over the 
network which flows through the multivariate negotiations engine system; 

- -an initiating terminal connected to the network, the initiating terminal including 
software for sending and receiving terms along a communications path over the 
network which flows through the multivariate negotiations engine system, during 
iterative processing the multivariate negotiations engine system recognizing the 
destination terminal and the initiating terminal as negotiators and designating one of 
them a deciding entity, such multivariate negotiations engine system further storing 
in the storage space the terms each terminal proposes, and sending terms to the 
indicated terminal until a set of terms is agreed upon by the deciding entity.] 
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a mnlrivariate negotiations system including storage spare and negotiations 
software, such ne gotiations software includi ng an autom ated negotiations engine for 
analyzing terms ™e ^alvsis of terms com prising understanding the purpose of the 
tprms. formatt in g the terms a rcording to the purpose, and placing them into user 
sup plied rontevt for hsp hv a v ^r the automated negotiations engine heing responsive 
to a destination terminal for a first user c ommunicati ng with the multivariate 
ne gotiations system, the destination termi nal including software for sending and 
rpreivin g term* along a commn nidations p a th which flows through the multivariate 
np gntiations sy^m. the autom ^pd ne gotiations engine also heing responsive to an 
initiatin g terminal for a second user commun icating with the multivariate negotiations 
s ystem, the in itiatin g termina l includin g softw are for send in g and receiving terms along 
a communications path whic h flows through the multivariate negotiations system, 
durin g iterate processing thp automated negoti at ions eng ine recognizing the users at 
the destination terminal and the initiating terminal as negotiators and recognizing one 
of the users as a decidin g entity, such automated negot iations engine further 
recognizing any chan ges in t h e terms and storing in the storage space the terms each 
tPrminal proposps and recogn isin g the terminal to which proposed terms are being 
sent as the indicated terminal . and sendin g terms to th e indicated terminal, the 
automated ne gotiations enginp indicatin g anv changes in the terms until a set of terms 
is acted upon in a final manner h y the deciding entity; 

a contract authority for assigning a uni que identifier to such a negotiation; 
a spcnritv function for validatin g that the terms stored by the automated 
ne gotiations e n ginp for such a np gotiation idpntified hy the unique identifier have 
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appropriate access co ntrols and privilege safeguards. 
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